LABOUR MIGRATION AND EMIGRATION               213
The Scottish immigration was an overflow from her own
development. It was primarily from the Highlands to the
industrial Lowlands, and difficult because the latter were
inaccessible except by the slow and painful process of walking
on foot. Moreover, such immigration encountered at the
beginning of Scottish industrialism a sharp competition from
the near by Irish of Northern Ireland. But the Hig*iland
migration was not always to the south. For in the early
nineteenth century the re-organisation of Scottish fishing
and the removal of the salt duties led to a great expansion of
the herring fishery on the north-east coast, whose harbours
Telford so greatly improved. Furthermore, there was one
occupation, consequent upon industrialism, which kept the
people at home, and that was the kelp industry, a raw
material of the chemical industries. When this declined, the
southward movement intensified; and as people came south,
sheep farming and deer forests crept north, and the clash
declared itself in the crofter evictions, the subject of a
Royal Commission in 1884.
Ireland's communication with Great Britain was by sea,
and wrhen migration is by sea mileage is comparatively un-
important. Much of the Irish flow wras human ballast
brought back by the colliers on their return journey from
Ireland to Glasgow and South Wales. Ireland's position,
1800-1850, was that of a country purely agricultural and yet
very prolific, living on a potato diet below which it could not
go, but physically strong and therefore much in demand for
the great new employment of the Victorian age, railway
construction. In Great Britain from Adatfi Smith, pp. 346-9,
I have tried to summarise the economical and social con-
sequences of the Irish influx to England.
Unrestricted emigration is parallel with the free movement
of goods. We may call it free trade in humanity. With
the Repealing Act of 1824 the old restrictions on emigration
disappeared, and they only re-appeared toward the end
of the century in the form of restrictions imposed by the
countries of destination in their own interest. These
restrictions were complementary to the adoption of fiscal
protection by the New World.